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those known to have been in an affected area. This should be
helpful in the event of claims made by or on behalf of persons
who allege that they have been affected.
One of the problems will be proof of the relationship between
the illness or disability alleged to have been due to a nuclear
incident and the occurrence, since many of the illnesses and
disabilities frequently associated with radiation exposure are
such as to be common to the human race in the absence of
exposure to radioactive contamination. It is possible that, in
due course, where a claimant can show that he has been exposed
on the happening of a reactor incident, the courts will take the
view that in the event of certain forms of illnesses manifesting
themselves there is some kind of presumption that the dis-
ability was due to exposure to radiation. Nevertheless, claimants
may not always find it easy to produce that degree of proof
which the law requires if another party is to be held responsible
for the consequences alleged to have arisen out of any such
occurrence.
Property Damage
Claims following radioactive contamination of property may
bring entirely different problems. Such contamination as regards
buildings may cause doubt as to whether there has, in fact, been
damage caused. Physically, the buildings may appear to be just
as they were before the incident, and the basis of the claim,
therefore, will not necessarily be one of damage but, possibly,
denial of access and use. According to the type of contamina-
tion (dependent on which fission products have escaped, for
example, at Windscale it was radioactive iodine), so the period
of inability to use the premises may be longer or shorter, because
some radioactive substances decay much more quickly than
others. With long life fission products loss of use expressed in
time may not be the only factor; the expense of decontamination
may also have to be met.
Land affected by radioactive contamination so that it cannot
be used, for example, for the production of food, may need to
be ploughed, with the possible loss of the current crop, which
may be grain or grass. The land may remain unusable until
frequent ploughing and rain have reduced the radiation to a
safe level. Such costs, dependent on time and labour, may all
rank in the claim.
Animals may equally be affected. As with the Windscale
incident, it may be necessary to destroy food products, such as
milk, and to defer killing sheep or cattle until they are again

